
 
 

 

Introducing Our New 
Consumer Advocate, 
Michelle O’Donnell 

 

 
                                                                                

As some of you may have heard, there’s a new 

consumer advocate in town! My name is 

 

 

Michelle O’Donnell and I’m very excited to be 

working for the Coalition this July. To give you a 

sense of who I am: in my free time, I’m 

generally running, knitting, or watching the 

West Wing! I am originally from Central 

Massachusetts, but I moved to Vermont for 

college. This May I graduated from Saint 

Michael’s College with a degree in biology. At St. 

Mike’s, I could be found in the biology labs, off 

stage during theater productions, or in the 

volunteer office.  

 

I also became involved with the Student Global 

AIDS Campaign, a chapter of a national 

organization working to increase funding for 

AIDS programs globally. Through working with 

SGAC, I came to realize that the fight to end the 

AIDS epidemic is a political and social one, not 

medical, and I gained a passion for public 

health and particularly HIV/AIDS work. I also 

realized that political advocacy is not my cup of 

tea- so I wanted to explore more direct 

advocacy or client work and this job gives me 

that chance! I know that I have a lot to learn, 

and I hope I can work with all of you to make 

the most out of this position. I was happy to 

meet many of you at the retreat, and hope to 

get to know the rest of you soon! 
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FROM THE STAFF 
GREETINGS FROM MONTPELIER! 

The first day of autumn has arrived, and I find myself gazing at the lovely photo from the July 

retreat that is hanging on the bulletin board here in my office. The photo and my fond memories 

from my retreat kept me going these past several weeks as I worked on our grant application to 

the Vermont Department of Health. We’ve asked for funding for the retreat, our two staff 

positions, and a couple of new programs. We’ll find out October 19 how much funding we will 

get for 2017. Keep your fingers crossed! Thank you all for making me feel welcome at the 

retreat. I found the community to be accepting and engaged, and I enjoyed the conversations 

that I had with so many of you. I think of you often, and I’m sending good thoughts to each of you 

for your good health and well-being. 

 
Happy Fall to all of you! 
Amy Tatko, Executive Director 
 

SUBJECT: MY FIRST RETREAT 
By Michelle O’Donnell, Consumer Advocate 

Headed to the retreat this year, I was excited to get to know everyone and learn, but the emotion 

that dominated my thoughts was nerves. I tend to get overwhelmed when meeting large 

numbers of people at once, but this was a different type of nerves than usual. I spent the week 

leading up to the retreat obsessing over how I, a white straight college graduate who does not 

have HIV, would be received by this community. I imagined that the hiring of a negative person 

to a community based organization would have ruffled some feathers, and understandably so.  

However, everyone at the retreat made it clear from the start that I was welcomed. I have never 

received so many kind words and hugs from near strangers, and I’m happy to have been able to 

get to know so many of you. I feel so honored to have been welcomed into your community, and 

I hope I will be able to serve you all well. I know that I still have a lot to learn, and I thank you for 

being open to teach me. 

I came away from the retreat feeling even more motivated and inspired to get to work. Thank 

you to everyone who opened up with me and shared your concerns. Something that I heard over 

and over was that outside of the retreat, people feel isolated- physically and socially. This is a big 

challenge in such a rural state, but I think I’m in a unique position to approach this. One of my 

main focuses going forward will be setting up support networks throughout the state, whether 

that is through technology or in person. If you have any ideas or would like to help with this, 

please reach out to me! 

Feel free to contact me with any needs that you have! You can call me at 802-917-5780 or 

email at vtpwacadvocate@gmail.com.  

“SUBJECT” is a monthly commentary by Vermont PWA Coalition Consumer Advocate, Michelle O’Donnell. 

Please let us know if there are specific topics you would like our Consumer Advocate to address in 

“SUBJECT”. 

tel:802-917-5780
mailto:vtpwacadvocate@gmail.com


EVENTS 
Montpelier Drag Night: 

Cosmogasm! 
October 8, 2016 

Join the House of LeMay at their 
annual fundraising event for the 

Coalition at Charlie O's bar in 
Montpelier. Admission is by donation. 

See the Facebook page for more 
information. 

WILLOW November 
Retreat! 

November 17-20, 2016 
All expenses (room and meals) are 

provided free of charge! All 
attendees who complete the 

WILLOW program receive a food or 
gas card for their participation. For 
more information contact Amy at 

802-229-5754! 
 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Buyers’ Coop 

The Buyers’ Coop is always taking 
new orders! Anyone is eligible to 

order vitamins and supplements at 
reduced cost and scholarships are 

available for people with HIV in 
Vermont. For a list of available 

supplements, an order form, or a 
scholarship application, contact Amy 

at 802-229-5754. 
 

NEW WEBSITE 
The VTPWAC’s website has been 

upgraded! Check out our new look at 
www.vtpwac.org 

 

 

 
 

For more updates, like us on 
facebook.com/VTPWAC and 

follow us on 
twitter.com/VTPWAC 

HELP WANTED 

Twin States Network is looking for 
individuals living with HIV to provide 

peer support in the Burlington or 
Rutland area. This is a paid part-time 
position, approximately 5 hours per 

week. We offer telephone and internet 
reimbursement, also mileage for work 
related travel. Please reply to PO Box 
75, Williamstown, VT 05679 with a 

letter of interest, or call Donna at 
802-477-3264. 

 

The Vermont People 
With AIDS Coalition 

2016-2017 Board of Directors 
 

Chair: Mike Clark 
Vice Chair: Concepcion Cruz 

Treasurer: Geoff Moore 
Secretary:  Sam Sanders 

 
Board Members: 

Spencer Fenn, Chris Fletcher, Lee Works,  
Dan Zimmerman, Raymond Zollner 

 
Note: Not all Board members have provided 

permission to be listed, or do not wish to be listed. 
 

Consumer Advocate: 
Michelle O’Donnell 

 
Executive Director/Program Administrator: 

Amy Tatko 
 

If you would like to join in our efforts, please 
contact Executive Director Amy Tatko for 

information on how to get involved or visit us at: 
www.vtpwac.org 

(802) 229-5754 or (800) 698-8792 (in VT) 
 

http://www.vtpwac.org/
http://www.vtpwac.org/

